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World  cattle  numbers  continued  increasing  during  1956  to  set  a  new 
record  according  to  estimates  at  the  beginning  of  1957.    The  total  is  put 
at  937  million  head,  "idiich  is  about  1  percent  above  1956,  20  percent 
above  the  19it6-50  average,  and  2k  percent  above  prewar  1936-140. 

CATTLE:    Estimated  wrld  total,  by  continent  or  area, 
averages  1936-iiO  and  19ij6-50,  annual  1956  and  1957 


Continent 
or  area 

I  Average 

;  1956  0/. 

;  1957  1/ 

5  Increase  (+)  or 
;   decrease  (-) 

f  1936-Z;0  .  19246-50 
•  • 

:  1957 

:  1957 

North  America 

Europe 

U#S«S«R« 

South  America 
Total  ] 

*  Thousand  '  Thousand 

'  Thousand 

•  Thousand ' 

'  Percent 

'  Percent 

• 

!     96,700  i  112,700  J 
:  102,500  :    95,900  s 
I     59,800  :    50,800  - 
;  308,200  !  29ii,800  J 
:  105,500  :  123,800  3 
;    614,600  :    86,800  j 
:    18,100  s    19,100  : 

!  1314,700  1 
1  107,100  , 

:  67,000 
5  3147,600  1 
I  11^8,800  1 
100,300  : 
22,500  J 

\  1314,100  i 
I  108,200  J 
\    70,1400  J 
.  350,300  J 

1149,1400  ! 

102,000  : 
22,900  J 

:    +39  3 
.    +  6  J 
,    +18  i 

+114  . 

+I4I  J 
+58 

+27  J 

;  -1 

:  +1 
;  +5 
i  +1 

I  +1 
+1 

i  755,1400  :  783,900  :  928,000  :  937,300  : 
:                :                :  1 

+2it  ; 

•►1 

1/  Preliminary. 

Cattle  nuinbers  rose  through  1956  in  aH  major  areas  of  the  wrld  ex- 
cept Nor-Ui  America,  where  numbers  in  the  United  States  declined  about  2 
percent  from  i±ie  previous  year.    However,  conpared  with  prewar  averages, 
numbers  were  still  particularly  hi^  in  North  America  as  well  as  in  South 
America,  Afldca,  and  Oceania.    (Water  buffalo  are  included  with  cattle 
in  countries  where  they  are  iB5)ortant.) 

Conditions  in  recent  years  have  been  favorable  for  cattle  production 
throu^out  large  areas  of  the  world.    In  addition,  economic  recovery  and 
increased  demand  in  the  inportant  in^jorting  areas  of  Western  Europe  have 
strengthened  the  market  for  red  meat.    West  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom 
are  inportant  market  outlets  for  meat  produced  in  the  major  livestock- 
producing  countries. 
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Cattle  production  has  increased  in  many  tropical  and  semi-tropical 
coiintries  whose  governments  have  taken  action  to  encourage  livestock  en- 
terprises, and,  through  the  consequent  increase  of  protein  foods  and 
monetary  income,  raise  the  physical  and  economic  well  being  of  their 
people  • 

Domestic  demand  for  meat  and  meat  products  has  also  grown  in  some 
underdeveloped  countries  where  economic  development  programs  have  given 
new  purchasing  power  to  those  long  without  an  adequate  supply  of  protein. 
The  iirqprovement  in  many  of  these  areas  is  even  greater  than  indicated  by 
mere  figures  shoviing  the  increase  in  cattle  numbers.    Better  management 
and  the  introduction  of  new  breeds  and  types  have  not  only  increased  pro- 
ductivity but  have  often  resulted  in  considerably  higher  yields  of  meat 
and  milk  per  head.    Much  work  has  been  done  to  improve  pastures,  and  in- 
crease production  of  other  feed,  so  that  the  livestock  industry  can  con- 
tinue to  expand.    Considerable  progress  has  also  been  made  in  recent  years 
in  controlling  insects  and  diseases.    Mary  governments  have  encouraged 
cattle  production  ty  diversifying  farming  operations* 

Cattle  production  in  North  America,  idiich  had  been  rising  steadily 
and  substantially  for  a  decade,  dropped  during  1956«    A  serious  drought 
in  the  iit5)ortant  Mid-western  cattle  area  of  the  United  States  resulted 
in  considerable  reduction  of  herds.    It  is  expected  that  numbers  will 
continue  to  decline  for  a  few  years,  but  that  the  decrease  will  be  slower 
than  in  past  cattle  cycles.    Since  1890,  the  general  trend  in  numbers 
has  been  upward,  but  as  a  result  of  tanporary  overproduction  this  trend 
has  been  intem5)ted  by  5  periods  of  decline  ranging  from  1;  to  10  years. 
The  "numbers  cycle"  has  been  given  wide  attention  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  but  not  in  other  countries* 

Cattle  numbers  in  Canada  continued  to  rise  in  1956,  reaching  9«8 
million  head  in  December.    This  total,  however,  was  still  below  the  record 
high  of  10.3  reached  in  December  19hh»    Due  to  "the  high  level  of  economic 
activiiy,  demand  for  red  meat  is  strong  in  Canada  and  is  expected  to  con- 
tinue through  1957 •    Present  indications  are  for  a  rise  in  cattle  numbers 
through  1957. 

Mexican  cattle,  ^ich  suffered  considerably  during  the  foot-and-mouth 
disease  epidemic  in  that  country  during  19i|6,  have  been  increasing  in  num- 
bers because  of  increased  domestic  demand  for  beef  and  feeder  cattle. 
Numbers  in  Cuba  continue  to  rise.    A  drop  in  numbers  in  Panama  has  caused 
considerable  concern  in  that  country,  and  the  government  has  taken  action 
to  increase  production. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Honduras  have  not  changed  much  since  the  1952  cen- 
sus.   An  estimated  1,121,000  were  on  farms  in  1956  compared  with  I,lii7j000 
in  the  census  of  1952.    Relatively  large  numbers  of  cattle  are  exported 
to  El  Salvador  and  Guatemala  each  year. 

Numbers  in  Europe  increased  moderately  during  1956.    Further  cattle 
e^qpansion  in  the  area  is  likely  to  be  small,  as  numerous  other  agricultural 
enterprises  conpete  for  -the  land.    Cattle  numbers  in  the  largest  producing 
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co\mtries,  France 5  West  Germaiyj  and  the  United  Kingdom  rose  moderately 
dxiring  In  aH  of  -^iiese  countries,  government  policy  is  to  encourage 

and  protect  the  livestock  producer  in  an  effort  to  save  foreign  exchange 
and  build  up  soil  fertility.    In  spite  of  government  help,  domestic  pro- 
ducers have  not  been  able  to  supply  the  domestic  market,  and  iitports 
have  been  necessaiy*    Even  France,  long  an  exporter  of  cattle  and  beef, 
has  become  a  net  iuporter^ 

The  two  major  livestock  and  beef  exporting  countries  of  Western 
Europe,  Ireland  and  Denmaik  increased  their  cattle  numbers  during  1956, 
although  the  terms  of  trade  have  worsened  due  to  corr^^etition  from 
Argentina,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand  and  to  the  self-sufficiency  policies 
of  many  Etiropean  importing  countries.    Numbers  also  increased  in  Belgium^ 
but  declined  in  Austria  and  Yugoslavia. 

In  East  Germany  the  government  recently  took  action  to  increase 
cattle  production  —  on  the  decline  as  a  result  of  competition  from  hog 
and  crop  production.    Cattle  numbers  throughout  Eastern  Europe  have  re- 
mained steady,  and  little  change  is  e35)ected  in  the  near  future.  Recent 
events  in  Hungary  brought  about  a  drop  in  production  in  that  area. 

Cattle  numbers  have  increased  substantially  in  the  U.S.S.R.  during 
the  past  few  years,  according  to  Communist  sources.    Latest  official  esti- 
mates of  numbers  are  for  October.    This  accounts  for  the  in^iressive  rise 
in  numbers  over  those  of  prewar,  when  the  estimation  was  made  for  January. 
The  actual  increase  is  probably  nearer  to  9  percent  than  to  the  18  percent 
shown  in  the  acconipai^ng  tables.    During  recent  years  the  U.S.S.R.  has 
placed  emphasis  on  livestock  enterprises  of  all  kinds. 

In  Asia,  cattle  numbers  have  increased  along  with  farm  productivity 
and  population.    Throughout  this  area,  cattle  are  used  for  wrk  stock  and 
milk  supply.    Meat  is  of  secondary  iu5)ortance.    High  popialation  pressure 
has  tended  to  cut  sharply  into  feed  grain  and  fodder  which  might  other- 
wise be  available  for  animal  production.    Although  meat  is  recognized 
as  a  dietary  requirement,  the  demand  for  energy-giving  food  is  so  intense 
throughout  much  of  Asia  that  neither  grain  nor  pasture  can  be  sacrificed 
for  the  specific  production  of  meat. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Pakistan  and  India,  however,  continue  to  increase 
at  a  relatively  steady  rate.    Tndia  has  the  largest  number  of  cattle  in 
the  world,  but  it  produces  and  consumes  very  little  meat.    To  most  Indians, 
cattle  are  sacred  and  not  to  be  eaten.    Cattle  are  kept  fosr  their  milk  or 
for  work  purposes,  or  th^  are  maintained  in  idleness.    The  incidence  of 
disease  among  cattle  is  high. 

In  recent  years,  cattle  numbers  in  Red  China  have  risen,  according 
to  Communist  sources.    Japan  has  made  a  considerable  effort  to  increase 
its  cattle  numbers,  and  has  achieved  an  increase  of  9I4  percent  over  pre- 
war.   Cattle  numbers  in  Korea  have  been  rising  since  the  end  of  hostil- 
ities there.    A  ban  on  the  slaughter  of  WDrk  stock  in  the  Phil.ippine 
Republic  has  aided  that  coxmtiy's  program  for  increasing  cattle  and  buffalo. 
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Cattle  production  in  South  America  is  expanding,  but  much  of  the 
increase  in  recent  years  has  occurred  in  newly  developed  areas  of  such 
countries  as  Brazil,  Bolivia »  and  Colombia,  rather  than  in  established 
areas  of  countries  like  Paraguay  and  Uruguay •    Low  beef  prices  are  dis- 
couraging production  in  Paraguay,    Livestock  producers  have  also  been 
hard  hit  in  the  last  2  years  by  a  serious  drought  throughout  central 
South  America.    In  Uruguay  competition  from  profitable  sheep  and  wheat 
production  has  led  many  producers  to  make  a  switch  from  cattle  raising. 
Producers  have  also  been  discouraged  by  reduced  demands  for  beef  as  a 
result  of  labor  unrest  in  the  large  export  packing  plants.    Peru  is  an- 
other South  American  country  hard  hit  by  drought,  and  cattle  herds  there 
have  been  seriously  depleted. 

Brazil  has  the  largest  number  of  cattle  in  South  America,  but  pro- 
ductivity per  animal  is  low.    Although  cattle  numbers  are  rising  faster 
than  the  population,  transportation  difficulties,  lack  of  adequate  cold 
storage  facilities,  and  low  prodvjction  have  actually  brought  about  a 
drop  in  per  capita  meat  consumption.    Venezuelan  numbers  have  risen,  but 
cattle  production  is  hampered  by  the  acute  problem  of  disease.  In 
Argentina,  the  most  iuportant  exporter  of  meat  in  the  world,  cattle  nTjm- 
bers  reached  an  ui^recedented  high  in  mid-1956,  according  to  a  new  census. 
Increased  e:.ports,  along  with  lower  prices  resulting  from  elimination  of 
subsidies,  are  e^^ected  to  cause  a  reduction  in  cattle  numbers  through 
1957. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Africa  have  risen  more  rspidly  than  in  any  other 
area  in  the  world.    Iiqproved  husbandry  and  marketing  practices  have  made 
the  livestock  enterprise  more  profitable  in  recent  years.    Africa  is  not 
an  important  exporter  of  beef,  and  most  of  its  greatly  increased  produc- 
tion has  been  absorbed  at  home.    Beef  consumption  by  the  native  African 
popiilation  is  stiU.  very  low,  but  a  slight  rise  in  purchasing  power  is 
reflected  in  a  growing  demand  for  meat.    In  many  of  the  industrial  areas, 
such  as  the  copper  mines  of  Northern  Rhodesia,  money  wages  paid  to  native 
labor  are  supplemented  by  rations  of  meat. 

To  accommodate  this  growing  domestic  demand,  and  to  provide  a  source 
of  essential  foreign  exchemge,  many  African  countries  are  developing  a 
meat  packing  industry.    This  may  further  encourage  cattle  production. 
Slaughter  plants  are  being  built  in  Ethiopia,  Eritrea,  Angolia,  the  Rhode sias 
Bechuanaland,  and  Southwest  Africa.    Exports  previously  have  been  limited 
to  hides.    A.pparently,  numbers  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  have  not  changed 
much.    However,  decontrol  of  beef  prices  in  early  1956  has  tended  to  stimu- 
late production. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Australia  have  reached  a  new  high.    Producer  prices 
have  not  been  as  hi^  as  desired,  and  consequently  many  cattle  raisers  have 
kept  back  cattle  from  market  in  order  to  build  up  their  herds  and  take 
advantage  of  unusually  good  range  conditions.    Although  numbers  are  ex- 
pected to  rise  during  1957,  the  rate  of  increase  will  probably  slacken. 
Relatively  low  returns  from  dairy  farming  have  brought  about  a  moderate 
decline  in  New  Zealand  cattle  numbers  in  the  past  2  years. 


